

 

This newsletter is brought to you by the Colliers Wood
Residents’ Association and is compiled and distributed
to 4000 households by volunteers from Colliers Wood.
It is also available online at www.collywood.org.uk
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‘Living in the Shadow’ – Colliers Wood’s biggest film star
A new film depicting the battle to get rid of the
ugliest building in London will be screened for
the first time at Johmard Community Centre,
65–67 High St., on Friday 2 December 2011 at
7.15pm. Free admission; running time 60 mins;
please note audience capacity of 100 only.
‘Living in the Shadow’, directed by Laurentiu
Huianu, takes the viewer on a journey over years
during which the people of Colliers Wood struggle
against a Goliath. As the ‘Black Tower of Colliers Wood’ (voted London’s most painful eyesore in a
BBC poll) casts its shadow over the area and its inhabitants the community has to come to terms with
the fact that there is no simple solution – but refuses to be silent in the face of this monstrosity and its
owner, a powerful businessman, over whom even the local council seems to have no influence.
The film follows events relating to the hated derelict tower over the past year, including demolition of
its adjacent car park, discovery of an electrical sub-station and subsequent hold-up of the demolition,
several residents’ meetings, and interviews with members of the local community. The ‘Black Tower’,
owned by Golfrate, was voted the ugliest building in London by a BBC poll in 2006 and one of the
12 ugliest in the UK in a 2005 Channel 4 poll for its programme ‘Demolition’.
Laurentiu Huianu is a London-based Film Director, trained at Prague Film School and Aristoteles
Workshop. His films have been shortlisted at several film festivals including Portobello Film Festival
2010 and 2011, E17 Walthamstow International Film Festival 2011 and Hungarian Film Festival 2009.
He has worked for charities, including Amnesty International and the Red Cross.
We will be discussing the Tower’s future at the next
meeting of Colliers Wood Residents Association
on Tuesday 3 January 2012. Membership is open
to all who live or work in Colliers Wood for just
£2 a year. Meetings at the Community Centre, High
Street 7.30pm–9.30pm (doors open 7pm). We aim
to improve Colliers Wood for all local residents. Join
us and help to make a difference! We lobby our
councillors and council officers about local services,
receive a report from our Safer Neighbourhood
Police Team and discuss local policing issues. To
raise an item for the agenda, please contact one of
the officers elected at our recent AGM:
Chair – Keith A. Spears 07982 721 496;
keithaspears@hotmail.com
Treasurer – Keith Allen 0208 542 5801

Good news for Donald Hope
Cllr. Nick Draper writes: Despite a scare story in
the local press, Merton Council has no intention
of closing Donald Hope library. It’s got through
the first stages of next year’s budget and,
although we await a final decision in March,
we’re confident our library will survive. Thank
you to the 1000 people who signed a petition
in support. I delivered it to the November
Council meeting and notice was duly taken.
It’s really important that we keep a library in
our community, and it’s good that we have
so many supporters. Statistics show Donald
Hope is outperforming all other Merton libraries
so congratulations to its staff and users!

Help for Hedgehogs!
Local wildlife expert David Element has been
releasing hedgehogs into Colliers Wood’s open
spaces and is calling on us all to help safeguard
these harmless, garden-friendly animals. His
guidelines are to avoid using slug pellets or
toxic weed-killers, to make sure ponds aren’t
too steep-sided for hedgehogs to climb out
again if they fall in, and to check carefully there
are none sleeping where you plan to build and
light a bonfire. Clear away discarded flower
pots, rubbish or plastic bags which can trap the
animals and leave a gap beneath fences so they
can roam freely. A box of straw provides welcome
shelter if there aren’t many leaves around for
building nests. The hedgehogs repay our care by
very effectively clearing up the slugs we consider
garden pests. A likely place to spot one is in the
gardens bordering the Recreation Ground

CW Youth Project “Phase1”
Colliers Wood Residents Association organised
an event for young people aged 11–16 on
Sat 12 November at the Community Centre. In
“Phase 1” we provided free activities including
street dance, African Drumming, table tennis,
pool, and a climbing wall. Refreshments were very
generously provided by M&S and Sainsburys. In
partnership with the Youth Service, we asked the
young people present what activities they’d like
in future. Their ideas – including a place to meet
up with other young people, martial arts classes,
a café, and a youth club – will shape the project’s
“Phase 2”. Thanks go to John David, manager of
the Johmard Community Centre, who has offered
the project use of his premises. A steering group
of local residents, parents, councillors, youth
workers and young people will meet at 7pm
Friday 9 December at the Johmard Community
Centre, 65–67 High Street.

bleeding and bruising. They can make a crucial
difference when donated to the sickest and most
vulnerable patients – including premature babies
– who can’t make enough platelets of their own.
Whilst blood donors can only give blood 3 times
a year, platelet donors can donate much more
often, using a very efficient machine called a cell
separator which collects the platelets and returns
the rest of the blood to the donor.
You could become a donor if you are blood group
O, A or B, are in good health and aged 17–65, with
a higher than average platelet count. Interested
in helping to prevent suffering and save lives?
To check whether you have what it takes to be
a donor you’ll need an assessment and a quick
blood test. Our local donor centre is at 75 Cranmer
Terrace, Tooting, SW17 0RB. Simply drop in or
call 0203 123 8368 to make an appointment. The
team would very much like to hear from you.
More information at www.nhsbt.nhs.uk

Community gardening
Local residents, schoolchildren, members of
Queens Road Baptist Church and staff from
Willmott Dixon Ltd have planted 420 trees donated
to the Residents Association by the Woodland
Trust. Council officers gave permission to plant
them in our parks, Myrna Close Nature Park, the
Devonshire Rd/Myrna Close alley, Robinson Rd
‘pocket park’, the Community Centre car park and
behind the bus stop in the High Street.
If you know of other public spaces that could be
enhanced with plants, shrubs or trees, please
contact Keith A. Spears.

Young people aged 11-16 are invited to come
and join us and have their say about what they
would like to do there in future. More details from Enterprise Zone – 2 local people,
Keith A. Spears

Platelet donors needed
You’ve heard of blood donors but what about
platelet donors? Demand from hospitals is rising
for these tiny cells, made in our bone marrow, that
are one of the elements of healthy blood. They’re
essential for helping blood to clot, and to stop

2 new enterprises
The Utility Warehouse

Elaine Hammonds has been looking into a Dis
count Club that could offer savings on household
utilities – Home Phone, Mobile Phones, Broad
band, Gas and Electricity. There are also savings
offered in Online and High Street shopping – which

might just match up with things on your Christmas and work on core abdominal strength to support
shopping list or be especially welcome at this time the lower back & hips. Practitioners of all abilities
of year. The Discount Club doesn’t advertise but welcome.
relies on personal recommendation.
Contact lauren@laurenyoga.com or go to www.
If you’d like to find out more please contact Elaine
020 8540 5780 or 07717 840940

Pregnancy & Pure Stretch Yoga Classes
Monday Evenings in Colliers Wood

laurenyoga.com to book or for more information.

Polish Families
The Association for Polish Families run children’s
activities at the Community Centre:

Pregnancy yoga is the ideal exercise for pregnant
women. It keeps the body supple without straining Woodcraft group – 5.00–6.30pm on Tuesdays
& can be used to relieve labour & ease childbirth. during term-time. £1
Suitable from 14 weeks onwards.
Pre-school playgroup – 10.00–12.00 on Tuesdays
Pure Stretch yoga classes are influenced by Yin during term-time. £1
yoga, where the emphasis is on opening the
hips, back & pelvis. We also open the shoulders

Coordinator: slawek.szczepanski@polishfamily.co.uk
www.polishfamily.co.uk

OUT AND ABOUT!
In Colliers Wood this Winter
Saturday 3 December
Mahler: Symphony No.3 with
the Colliers Wood Chorus,
7.30pm St John’s Church,
Waterloo Road, London SE1 8TY.
Visit: www.ph-br.co.uk

Wednesday 14 December
Candle-lit Carol Concert, 8pm in the
Chapter House at Merton Abbey Mills.

Saturday 24 December
Carol service (11.30pm) and Midnight
Mass at St Joseph’s Church

Sunday 4 December
Community Carol Service 5.30pm at
Christ Church, Colliers Wood.

Saturday 17 December
“Making Colliers Wood Happy!” Party
from 7.30pm at St Joseph’s Hall

Sunday 25 December
Mass at 9 and 10.45am at St Joseph’s
Church

Sunday 18th December
Carol Service from 1pm to 3pm at
St Joseph’s Church

Saturday 31 December
Musical Extravaganza 5.30–7.30pm at
Christ Church. Tickets £8/£4.

Sunday 18 December
Jean Bentley’s Dance Band, 8–11pm
at the Community Centre.

Saturday 28 January
Showcase Day for all community
groups in Colliers Wood at the
Community Centre. If you would like
to publicise your community group
and activities, recruit new members,
raise funds, perform on stage and
showcase what you do, contact Keith
Spears (details to the left).

Tuesday 6 December
Public meeting, 7pm at Singlegate
School about the proposed expansion
to 2 form entry
Saturday 10 December
Tamil Christmas Party, 6–10pm at
Merton Hall, £5 per person.
Monday 12 December
Carol singing with Singlegate School
Choir outside the tube station.

Do you have a story or event for
our Spring 2011 edition? Send
it to info@collywood.org.uk or
contact Keith Spears,
07982 721 496

eddison
white

Specialising in
sales, lettings
& property management
Supporting
Colliers Wood Residents Association &
Making Colliers Wood Happy

Colliers Wood Office: 020 8540 9828
Wimbledon Office: 020 8540 5544
e: info@eddisonwhite.co.uk

www.eddisonwhite.co.uk

“Making Colliers Wood Happy!”
WINTER 2011

“MCWH!” END OF YEAR CELEBRATION
Live music, poetry and karaoke at St. Joseph’s Hall from 7.30 p.m. on Saturday 17th,
December with seasonal refreshments. £5 adults/£2 children
Raising funds for “Colliers Wood 1st International Spring Arts Festival”
“THE RAMBLING COLLIERS”
Come and join us for gentle exercise and fresh air on monthly rambles around places of local
interest. Dec 4: meet outside Donald Hope library at 10.00 a.m. for a walk on Wimbledon
Common. For any further details call Rita on 0208 540 1560.
INTERNATIONAL ART AND CRAFT WORKSHOPS
Free monthly workshops for people of all ages led by professional artists from different
cultures. For details call Keith on 07982 721 496.
LITTLE LEAGUE FOOTBALL – RE-LAUNCHED AND RE-BOOTED!
Football for children aged 5 to 8 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. and young people aged 9 to 13 from
11 a.m. to 12 midday every Saturday morning in the Colliers Wood Recreation Ground.
“THE COLLIERS WOOD CHORUS”
If you are a tenor or bass singer and would like to join us for rehearsals from 7.30 p.m. on
Monday evenings call Christopher on 07918 183 459.
POETRY CIRCLE
Read your own poetry or favourite poem from 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month @ the Donald Hope Library.
CHESS CLUB
For all ages and abilities every Saturday from 2.30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
@ the Donald Hope Library in Colliers Wood.
“THE COLLIERS WOOD UKULELE ORCHESTRA”
For details contact Derek on uketoo@gmail.com
BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB
Every Sunday from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. @ the Community Centre.
Contact Chubby – 07702 634 359 or Keith – 07982 721 496
“ COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING! ”
Beginners @ 5.30 p.m., Improvers @ 7.30 p.m., or Intermediates @ 9 p.m.
£5 per class or £15 for a 4-week course @ the Community Centre.
BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN
Every Tuesday from 9.15 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. and every Thursday 8.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m.
@ the Colliers Wood Community Centre.
TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS – MEN AND WOMEN
Beginners 7.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. and Intermediates 8.30 to 9.30 p.m. Every Wednesday
@ the Community Centre. For further details of all dance classes and any changes over the
Christmas period – contact Tony on 0208 542 2977.
“Making Colliers Wood Happy!” is a community-building group currently funded by Merton Priory Homes. We
have a blog on Facebook and a website www.makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk which lists all of our activities
and events. If you have an idea for a community-building event you can contact me on 07982 721 496
or e-mail keithaspears@hotmail.com
Keith A. Spears – founder and coordinator of “MCWH!”

