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This newsletter is brought to you by the Colliers Wood
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In my time working with Merton Council
there was a concern that no one really
knows where Merton is; the borough lacks
an identity. But this is not surprising; the
area from which the borough has taken its
name has been victim to a series of
planning decisions that have stripped
Merton of its character, heritage, economy
and community. Instead of a world heritage
site and thriving local high street we have
the ugliest (now derelict) building in London,
anonymous hypermarkets, fast food outlets
and retail parks which encourage driving
rather
than
walking,
decimate
local
business, remove resources from the area
and stretch local infrastructure to its limit.
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New Building proposed for Darul
Amaan Mosque by Norman Urquia

be
provided.
Negotiation
with
local
supermarkets and retail parks to allow
worshippers to park there might alleviate
some of the congestion issues local
residents currently have to struggle with.

We need to encourage small local facilities
that people walk and cycle to rather than
drive. In addition we need to keep
The traffic attracted by these large reminding large developments of their
developments clogs up the roads and brings obligation to the local area.
near-permanent traffic jams, forcing the
emergency services to use sirens as they
squeeze up and down the High Street bottle
neck to St George’s Hospital, local police
and fire stations.
For this reason I have mixed feelings about
the new Mosque. The proposal is an Colliers Wood Residents' Association
improvement on what is there now and
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the area however, I have to object to its
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scale and would welcome a smaller building
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with a similar design which serves the local
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community rather than attracting more
traffic.
Do you have a story for our next
Ideally this scaled down Mosque would have edition? Get it to us by the 10th of
the following features: an area outside the February and yours could even be our
Mosque where people can gather and chat cover story! Contact the editor at
after prayers, to design out potential info@collywood.org.uk or the CWRA team
tensions with other pedestrians. Disabled above. Editing, artwork and design by C. W. Killerby
parking and coach parking facilities need to

Recently Pubspy, in the local Guardian, gave
the Colliers Tup a positive write-up as a great
local watering hole, which is lovely for our
pub - however, this was a back-handed
compliment as he/she also described Colliers
Wood as "a grimy stretch of road linking
Tooting and Wimbledon". Most of you
reading this newsletter already know the
truth. With an outstanding school, many
cultural activities and a great infrastructure
to keep you occupied every night of the
week there is so much more to Colliers Wood
than a High Street. Local Resident, George
shares his views.

Is Colliers Wood "hipper" than the
West End? By G Tudor-Hart
I took a youngish pair of Spanish economists
through Merton Abbey Mills last Sunday. We
saw the cafés with home made Dim Sum,
Brittany pancakes, the local brewer’s stall
(who brews real ale for the Trafalgar) and a
keyboard player and saxophonist playing a
haunting melody from the bandstand.
Trendies on push bikes and successful
looking young couples passed us as we
walked towards Deen City Farm where we
gazed at the amazing flattened plastic
bottle, translucent, multi coloured, cathedrallike domed roof. It suddenly dawned on me
that my ecomomists were amazed at the
hipness.
The evening before I had gone to a 1930s
costumed cruise dance (this was supposed
to be a recreation of the Titanic), full of welloff beautifuls from the City in expensive
outfits. This event had all the trappings of a
fashionable do, but it didn’t make it. They
were photographing each other, a sure sign
of not being fashionable. Inside the ship
lacked atmosphere, though all looked flash.
We left for the last train and walked to The
Embankment tube station and there was a
large group of trashy tourists drinking from
cans. They weren’t dangerous or anything,
just tacky; and I thought “this is not my
London”.
Back to Merton Abbey Mills- I bumped into a
worldly and world-weary friend who wouldn’t
have been seen dead in Colliers Wood forty
years ago. I invited him back to my place for
an impromptu drink and lunch. He told me
he’d been to the Cuban "Havana Good Time"
Dance evening in the Community Centre the

night before, and how good the band wereand it hit me like a flash - amazingly,
incredibly, Colliers Wood is now more hip
than the West End.
Beat The Block & Get Creative In 2011
Chalk the Sun offer a range of creative
writing courses, Saturday workshops and
reading events with tuition and feedback
from professional writers online and in the
relaxed surroundings of the Balham Bowls
Club bar. Their current offer includes a Story
Taster session on Saturday 8th January 2011
when you can start developing an idea,
meet the tutors, and decide which of our
courses is right for you.
They would like to develop courses in
Colliers Wood too and would like to hear
from you if you are interested in writing
techniques, short stories, scriptwriting,
novels, crime fiction or writing children’s
books. Text/Phone: 07852 483001 Email:
creativewriting@chalkthesun.co.uk
Arts and Crafts Workshops
Are you interested in developing your
artistic and creative skills? Are you
interested in increasing your knowledge and
understanding of the cultural traditions of
different community groups in Colliers
Wood? If so, read on!
The Colliers Wood Residents Association has
been awarded £780 by Merton Council's Art
Development Fund to provide Art and Craft
Workshops that reflect the cultural traditions
of the many different communities that have
come to live in Colliers Wood. The
Association for the Cultural Advancement of
the Visual Arts will be providing us with the
artists to run a workshop each month in
2011 and then showcase what we have
produced at a Festival/ Celebration at the
end of the year.
This is an ambitious project with a limited
budget and will only succeed if local people
get involved
If you would like to register your interest as
a
participant,
an
artist,
translator,
interpreter or volunteer or, if you have a
suitable venue for a workshop, call or email
Keith Spears (details on p1)

The Latest
Addition to
Wasteland

Have you noticed
the new mobile
phone mast built
on the site of our
beloved Tower? It
seems
to
have
been erected on
Monday the 8th of
November - were
local
residents
notified
or
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consulted and was
planning permission obtained? The danger
is that the Tower site will just become a
dumping ground if an eye isn't kept on
what is or isn't happening there...

OUT AND ABOUT!
in Colliers Wood this Winter

Early Christmas Carols

Big Society by Keith Spears
We've all heard a lot recently about the "Big
Society" but there is a danger that we shall
become a "Smaller Society" in future.
Merton Council have had their budget cut by
28% a year. That's £70 million over the next
3 years. They will have to fulfil their
statutory responsibilities in education and
social care, so the likelihood is that the cuts
will be made in non-statutory services like
leisure, parks, youth and play provision,
community centres and libraries.
These are what I consider to be the
"Commonwealth of Colliers Wood". They
provide us with opportunities to meet up
with other people and take part in social
activities. These services are in danger of
being cut back or closed down. If you value
them, you need to speak up and defend
them, because once there gone and the
premises are sold off for development, we
won't get them back. Look what happened
when Singlegate School sold the buildings now they need to expand and have to build
on playgrounds.

Oasis Church is presenting an Early
Christmas Carol Concert at Merton Abbey
Mills on Saturday 27th November 2010 from
2-4 pm. Beat the crowd and bring the whole
family along to enjoy the unique blend of
voices
as
we
celebrate
Christmas.
Performers come from different musical
persuasions, so there is something for
everyone!

We need to show how Big a Society we are
in Colliers Wood. One way that we can do
this is by joining the Colliers Wood
Residents' Association which "promotes the
interests of local residents and the local
environment". The next meeting of the Parks
and Open Spaces sub-committee will be
held at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 7th December
2010.

Quiz Night @ Venus

The next main meeting will be held at 7.30
p.m. on Tuesday 4th January 2011. Both
these meetings will be held at the Colliers
Wood Community Centre on the High Street.
If you have an issue that you would like to
be discussed at either of these meetings,
you can contact Keith Spears (details on p1).

Saturday 27th November. Quiz Night at
Venus Bar from 7.30 pm. £2 per person teams of 4 - £40 for the winning team. Plus
live music, poetry and a limerick competition
- the winner will receive a locally grown
seasonal vegetable! Meals available before
the quiz and during the interval between
8.30 and 9 pm.
Only 40 spaces available so it's best to book
in advance.

Feast Of St Nicholas

Sunday 5th December 5:30pm, Christ Church
Join local music groups, including Colliers
Wood Chorus and Singlegate Primary School
in celebrating the feast of St Nicholas.

makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk
“ RESURRECTION ! ”

December
2010

The Colliers Wood Chorus will be singing Mahler’s Symphony No.2 with the Philharmonia
Britannica on Saturday 4th. December from 7.30 p.m. at St. John’s Church in Waterloo
Road (opposite Waterloo Station). Tickets £15 –concs. £12 – under 19’s £2. To book call
020 8543 2179 or visit http://www.ph-br.co.uk
“ COLLIERS WOOD’S GOT TALENT! ”

Our “End of Year Celebration” with a live band , the highly acclaimed International
Ukelele Orchestra of Colliers Wood plus singers and dancers!
7.30 pm on Saturday 11th. December @ St. Joseph’s Hall
Limited tickets available so book early!
£5 in advance - £6 on the door - £3 concessions,
including members of the “100 Club” and performers.
THE RAMBLING COLLIERS!

Ramble around the Docklands.
Meet outside the library at 10 a.m. on Sunday 5th. December
For further details, call Rita on 0208 540 1560.
CHESS CLUB

For all ages and abilities every Saturday from 2.30 to 4.30
at the Donald Hope Library in Colliers Wood.
“GET INTO READING”

Enjoy the pleasure of reading aloud to each other with a trained facilitator. Every Tuesday
from 1 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. at the Community Centre. For further details, contact Lois on
0208 543 2844 or e-mail loiswalters12@yahoo.co.uk.
PILATES CLASS

From 11 to 12 on Tuesdays during term-time at St. Joseph’s Hall.
£5 per class. For further details call Kevan on 07764 632 995.
BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB

Every Sunday from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. @ the Community Centre.
Contact Chubby 07702 634 359 or Keith – 07982 721 496
“COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING!”

Viennese Waltz and Samba on Sundays in December @ the Community Centre
Beginners @ 6 Improvers @ 7 Practice @ 8 Intermediates @ 9.
£5 per class or £15 for a 4 week course.
BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN

Every Tuesday from 9.15 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. until 14th. December and then
recommences on the 11th. January 2011
Every Thursday from 8.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. until 16th. December and then recommences
on the 13th. January 2011
TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS

Beginners 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Intermediates 8 to 9.30 p.m.
Every Wednesday until 15th. December and then recommences on the 12th. January
2011 @ the Function Room, GJ’s Bar.

