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Calling all Friends of Donald Hope!
Join the campaign to save your library!
So you think you know your library? You can borrow books and DVDs, use the computers and read
the papers, or, just pop in for a chat!
BUT do you know the amazing array of events on offer?
Where else can you join the poetry circle and book club; play chess; get help with IT, CVs and
careers; learn French and Spanish or 'get knitted', all for free?
And for the kids? They’ll love the library’s popular storytime, rhymetime and musical mayhem
sessions and their fantastic Saturday club, Saturday Scribblers.
Offering all this and more, Donald Hope library provides a uniquely valuable service.
So we’ve formed the Friends of Donald Hope to support and promote our lovely library and to
encourage volunteers to get involved. It only costs £3 to join and we meet regularly to plan
activities to make our library community the most vibrant in Merton. Let’s not even think the Council
could dream of closing this special place. Let’s all use it now to ensure we don’t lose it forever.
The next Friends’ meeting is at the library on 14 June, 7 - 8.30pm. Come along, or find the Friends of
Donald Hope Library on Twitter or Facebook.
You can also see the library notice board for more information, or look at their web pages:
www.merton.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/findalibrary/dhlib/dhevents.htm
Oh and where is it? On the High Street, bang opposite the Tesco garage - see you there!

CW trip to the Houses of Parliament - By Juliet Flavel
One spring evening, a diverse group of Colliers Wood residents convened at the Tube, our
destination the Houses of Parliament at the kind invitation of MP Siobhain McDonagh.
Passing through the stringent security checks on arrival, we felt a real sense of the importance of
the place. After a welcome from Siobhain McDonagh in Westminster Hall, we split into three smaller
groups and headed off with our guide Anna. We learnt about how Westminster Hall had been the
home of all of England’s monarchs from the time William the Conqueror’s son built it in 1097 to the
time of Henry VIII, who preferred the country charms of Hampton Court.
We saw the Commons with its green décor (the colour of the commoner) as well as the magnificent
red and gold opulence of the Lords. The terrace was another highlight which felt at the same time
part of the bustling city and yet distinctly separate.
It was great for my children to see where laws are proposed, debated and passed, and to hear in
context about Black Rod, white and green papers, whips and lobbying. The highlights for them were
the terrace, the lavish wall and ceiling decor, hearing stories about the history of Parliament and
sitting where the Prime Minister and Opposition leader sit.
Thank you so much to our guides Siobhain, Anna and David for this unforgettable trip.

Befrienders for Pensioners
needed at Trellis House
Trellis House in Mill Road (just along from the
Sainsburys/Marks & Spencers) is a building of
42 self contained flats for older people who
require a little more help and assistance than
Sheltered Accommodation would provide but
don’t need to live in a Registered Care Home.
The residents, who currently range from
between 60 and 99 years old, are quite diverse
in terms of their mobility.
Some use
wheelchairs while many others are able to get
out and about under their own steam.
Trellis House staff assist the residents with
their physical care needs and provide social
activities such as a weekly coffee morning and
other regular events. While many residents
make use of day centres and receive visits
from family and friends, what is sometimes
missing is the ‘day to day’ contact of a familiar
face from outside the home.
Trellis House would welcome contact from
people who live in Colliers Wood who would
like to volunteer as a befriender at the home.
The time commitment required and the
specific activities to be undertaken – e.g.
visiting a particular resident on a regular basis,
helping somebody go to the nearby shops/out
for a walk along the river etc – can be flexible
according to individual volunteer’s situation.
A Criminal Records Bureaux Check would be
required but that would be arranged and paid
for on the volunteer’s behalf.
If you are interested in volunteering or would
like to discuss things further, please contact
Beverley at Trellis House on 020 8543 6680.
Even a small amount of time can be very
valuable.

Nature By David Element
There is usually something of interest to see if
people are observant. A peregrine falcon and
hornet wasp were both significant recent
sightings in Wandle Park. Hornets have been
spreading their range recently and they are
less aggressive than most of the other social
wasps despite their large size and do not
normally threaten humans unless provoked.
Later in the summer there will be Volucella
hoverflies about that people often mistake for
hornets - and these are completely harmless
as they cannot sting. Banded demoiselles are
becoming quite visible along the Wandle at the
moment (these are easy to identify because

of their metallic colours). Blackcaps have been
singing loudly too - very melodious although not
too easy to see as they tend to remain hidden by
foliage for much of the time. Also worth checking
is the reed bed in Wandle Park for reed warblers
and reed buntings, etc. and the River Wandle for
grey wagtails and kingfishers. Plenty of speckled
woods, holly blues and orange-tips butterflies
about following the spell of good weather...and
there seem to be goldfinches nesting in and
around Cavendish Road!

Colliers Wood Community Centre
By Jacqui Lewis

Have you tried out the new climbing wall at the
Community Centre? The wall is specifically open
for young people age 13 to 18 on Monday
evenings, and open to the general public, children
and adults on Sunday afternoons from 2.30 to
4.30 pm.
The Tea Dance is now operating every Tuesday.
Doors open at 1.30, dancing along for a warm
welcome, cup of tea and of course some cakes!
You may have seen the banner advertising our
friendly Friday Bingo sessions - why not come
along? Doors open at 7.30, Eyes Down at 8pm;
close by 10pm. The session includes a number of
bingo games with cash prizes and a break for a
chat and refreshments.
We are happy to announce that we will be having
a Strawberries and Cream Dance on Saturday
June 25th Dancing from 7.30 to 11pm. Tickets on
the door £4 (includes Strawberries and Cream
and a refreshing cup of tea!)

Juice From Your Roof!
by Matthew Marks

Colliers Wood freeholders who have a southfacing roof can generate their own electricity from
the sun and get paid for it! The "Juice From Your
Roof" solar club has negotiated a deal with British
Gas to offer discounts on solar panels which grow
as more people take up the offer.
The
government will pay you a generous inflationadjusted fee for every unit you generate for the
next 25 years, and if you "make hay while the sun
shines" you can use it for free, cutting your bills.
All this should dwarf the cost of the panels over
time, and of course with recent predictions of
rising electricity prices, the benefit will be even
greater. You will also have the satisfaction of
knowing you are helping to cut greenhouse gas
emissions, both from your own electricity use but
also that of others as any excess power is fed
back into the electricity grid." For more info
contact Alban at alban.thurston@dsl.pipex.com

OUT AND ABOUT!
in Colliers Wood this Summer

Saturday 4th June and Sunday 5th
Merton Priory Open Weekend.

June -

Tuesday 7th June - Parks and Open Spaces @
7.30pm at the Community Centre - an update
on the Community Gardening Project and the
effects of the cuts on our Parks.
The Donald Hope Friends’ next meeting is at
the library on Tuesday 14th June from 7pm
until 8.30pm. Please come, or see the notice
board in the library for more information.
Saturday 25th June at the Colliers Wood
Community Centre
Summer Show - Merton Abbey Horticultural
Society
The South London Tamil Welfare 25th
Anniversary Celebrations.
Saturday 2nd July - Open Gardens - visit
some of the most interesting gardens in Colliers
Wood. Look out for the posters!
Tuesday 5th July - Colliers Wood Residents
Association @ 7.30pm at the Community
Centre - an update on the Black Tower, the new
Health Centre, extending the CPZ, Friends of
the Library etc.
Friday 8th July - Fund raising Quiz Night at
the Guardian Centre - 7.30pm to 11pm - £6
(includes supper)
Sunday 17th July - Green Day Out - Morden
Hall Park - with the Colliers Wood Ukulele
Orchestra.
Sunday 19th July - the 4th Anniversary of the
Bridge to Nowhere!
Saturday 30th
July - Traditional Japanese
Design workshop with Hiroka Imada - for people
of all ages - from 2.30pm to 4.30pm at St.
Joseph's Hall.

The Sound Lounge Open Mic – Every Friday @
The Colliers Tup
The Trafalgar Open Mic – Every Monday @
The Trafalgar Pub in Tooting

Every Saturday morning in the Colliers Wood
Recreation Ground there is tennis coaching
for children - for further details contact Fili and
Stefan on 07505 103 916 - and every Saturday
afternoon there will be basketball coaching for
young people aged 11 to 16. Call Keith on
07982 721 496 to register.
Fun Day at St Joseph's Catholic Church,
High Street Colliers Wood, Saturday 25th June 14pm. Come and enjoy a fun afternoon at St
Joseph's. Entrance to the Fun day is only
50p and children go free, so come and join us!
Singlegate Primary School's Summer Fair
Saturday 11th June 2011
Time 11am till 2pm
Entertainment
includes;
inflatable
slide,
inflatable fun run, bouncy castle, inflatable
sumo wrestling, stocks, penalty shootout, surf
simulator. Also face painting, henna hand
painting, match attax swaps, music workshop,
tombolas, fun and games, various stalls,
Please adopt your nearest street tree and
ask anyone you know to do the same. Give it a
bucket of water each week during the growing
season. Pour it down the blue pipe. It could
make the difference between life and death.
If you notice any problems with our new trees
please contact your Street Management team:
Martin Smith martin.smith@merton.gov.uk
0208 545 3136 or Lew Block
lew.block@merton.gov.uk 020 8545 3826

Colliers Wood Residents' Association
Chair - Keith Spears - 07982 721 496
keithaspears@hotmail.com
Vice Chair - Fiona Sydney
Treasurer - Keith Allen - 0208 542 5801
Secretary - Myra Sae-Heng
Do you have a story for our Autumn
edition? Send it to info@collywood.org.uk
or contact Keith Spears

makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk
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COMMUNITY PICNIC
Join us for a community picnic in Wandle Park from 12 midday to 6 p.m. on Sunday 5th.
June. Bring a picnic, a musical instrument, and enjoy singing, music, games, African
drumming, the launch of the Audio Guide and Tai Chi.
POETRY CIRCLE
Share your favourite poem with local poets and poetry lovers from 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. on
Friday 3rd. June at the Donald Hope Library.
THE RAMBLING COLLIERS!
Meet outside the library at 10 a.m. on Sunday 12th. June for a ramble around Trent Country
Park near Cockfosters. Contact Rita on 0208 540 1560.
WOODLAND AND HEDGEROW MAINTENANCE
From 10 a.m. on Sunday 12th. June in Wandle Park. Tidy, weed and prune our community
woodland and hedgerow. Bring suitable tools, clothing and gloves.
ARTS AND CRAFT WORKSHOP
Arts and Craft workshop with Raksha Patel from 2.30p.m. to 4.30 p.m. on Saturday 18th.
June for all ages @ St. Joseph’s Hall. Contact 07982 721 496
INTRA – VENUS QUIZ NIGHT!
Join us for a Quiz Night at Venus Bar @ 7.30 p.m. on Saturday 18th. June.
£2 per person - £40 prize for the winning team. To book - 07982 721 496
BOOK CLUB
5.30 p.m. to 6.45 p.m. on Tuesday 28 . June at the Donald Hope Library – discussion about
“The Red Queen” by Phillipa Gregory
th

AFRICAN DANCE & DRUM CLASSES
Drum from 11 to 12 and dance from 12 to 1 every Saturday with Sebastian Ahorlu from
Safrico @ St. Joseph's Hall. £5 per session/£9 for both.
CHESS CLUB
For all ages and abilities every Saturday from 2.30 p.m. to 4.45 p.m.
@ the Donald Hope Library in Colliers Wood.
BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB
Every Sunday from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. @ the Community Centre.
Contact Chubby 07702 634 359 or Keith – 07982 721 496
“COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING!
Samba, slow and Viennese waltz dance classes every Sunday in June.
Beginners @ 5.30 p.m. Practice @ 7 Improvers @ 8 Intermediates @ 9 p.m.
£5 per class or £15 for a 4 week course @ the Community Centre
BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN
Every Tuesday from 9.15 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.
Every Thursday from 8.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m.
@ the Community Centre. Contact Tony on 07941 488 934.
TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS – MEN AND WOMEN
Beginners 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Intermediates 8 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.
Every Wednesday @ the Community Centre.

