Community Newsletter
This newsletter is brought to you by the Colliers Wood Residents'
Association, is compiled and distributed to 3000 households by
volunteers from Colliers Wood and is also available online at
www.collywood.org.uk
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A Community United! by Keith Allen

Since my family and I took up residence in Colliers Wood in 1966, many interesting and historic
changes have taken place. A few items of interest come to mind since then; the building of our
infamous Black Tower and it's environs etc. However we came close to something equally
unpleasant in the late 1960s. The road planners at the Ministry for Transport (now Dept. of
Transport) decided that South London needed a “ring road” to alleviate congestion on the South
Circular. It would start on Mitcham Common, cross Streatham Vale then to Colliers Wood alongside
what is now the Thameslink Brighton-Bedford railway line.
It was to be two lanes in each direction and below the level of the railway line, joining up much
further on with Trinity Road in Wandsworth. This was to be called the D-Ring Road
All of us, amounting to thousands, received letters from the “planners”. Robinson Road, Lyveden
Road, East and West Gardens etc. were to be demolished as well as the houses near the railway on
the Wimbledon-side of the High Street. Meetings were held, tempers were raised, but groups were
formed to put our case against this road to a Public Enquiry. As thousands of properties were
involved it would be a large and important enquiry. All the concerned groups pooled their funds and
a top planning barrister was appointed to put our case against the proposed D-Ring road. In the
meantime the Ministry had bought up (at market prices) quite a few houses in Robinson Road and
Lyveden Road. The enquiry started , lasted weeks, the government inspector (a Mr Laycock I
believe), listened and then threw out the “planner's” whole proposal.
A real victory for our community and just remember, you good people who live on the roads
mentioned above, you would be living somewhere else if we had failed...
Ed: And it shows that we can take on those "developers" who like to leave things lying fallow here in
Colliers Wood if we stand together again!

Ukephoria descends on
Colliers Wood Community Centre.
On the 17th of April the Community Centre was
transformed into a dimly lit cabaret bar abuzz with
the strumming of ukuleles and hundreds of their fans.
Brainchild of Colliers Wood International Ukulele
Orchestra's musical maestro Derek Lomas, the first
ever Colliers Wood Ukulele Festival saw 12 top-notch
ukulele acts from all over London (and beyond) grace
the stage. Home-grown talent included The Aliss
Band - a very musical family band with percussion, Colliers Wood International Ukulele Orchestra - photo by S Kipps
Can you spot the celebrity guest???
violin, keyboards and enough cute factor to make the
Von Trapps look monotonously mundane. Katy Carr with her authentic '40's styling wowed audiences
with wistful nostalgia, comedienne Helen Arney tickled funny bones and the Brockley Ukulele Group
amazed us all with sometimes unexpected, complex musical arrangements including Hip Hop classic
Gangster's Paradise. A jam-packed community centre of young and old sang along to, amongst
others; Sloop John B and Oh When the Saints and added to the festive atmosphere. I can't wait for
next year's event as we are promised even more ukulele fun!
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better equipped to deal with her visual loss and
the problems she may face.
Both R and her husband say that they will never
look back, and are so grateful to our staff and
volunteers for their helpful and caring approach.
R has gained more confidence and has taken up
a previous hobby, painting, again.

Merton Vision

Feedback like this is always pleasing; it proves
that we have done our job well. Of course we
always aim to do better or indeed have the
Merton Vision is a local charity and we provide funds to provide more help and support for blind
our services to anyone with low vision and partially sighted adults and children locally.
regardless of certification or registration as
blind or partially sighted. We advertise our At MertonVision we value the support that we
services as the ‘local charity for people whose get from the local community, who attend our
vision cannot be corrected with spectacles’ to events and help with fundraising, and our
overcome the widely held belief that blind volunteers – we couldn’t provide our services
people have no sight at all. Our philosophy is without them!
to ensure that people with a visual impairment
have the support needed to be independent For further information, please visit our Website
www.mertonvision.org or telephone 020 8540
and to live as they wish.
5446.
A case study; R
MertonVision is based in the Guardian Centre on
We visited a lady (R) after she had been seen Clarendon Road, Colliers Wood.
by social services. She had heard about
MertonVision when she attended retinal *We have since visited R’s GP and informed
screening clinic at her local hospital. She asked them about our organisation and also given
her GP* if she could be referred to us, but they their staff free Awareness Training on Visual
were unaware of MertonVision, so she Impairment.
contacted us directly.
We offered her an
appointment for our ‘low vision clinic’ where
she was prescribed magnifiers by our visiting Guerilla Gardening around our
optometrist.

One of Merton’s “best kept secrets”
by Penny Bettell

'beloved' Tower?

When she attended the clinic, she said she was
very impressed with the friendly and helpful The site in the foreground of the Colliers Wood
Tower has been reclaimed by local artist Esther
attitude of the staff.
Blackman to be transformed into an urban
R told us that she and her husband were nature reserve as part of her BA Fine Art
unhappy because they missed the company of exhibition. The purpose of the project is to
create a wild flower meadow with plants that
their dog, who had recently died.
will sustain the declining bee and butterfly
We suggested that they both come along to population as well as encourage other wildlife
our Thursday Lunch Club where they could such as birds into the urban environment.
meet other people and socialise.
They Hopefully this project will have a positive
accepted and now visit regularly and have response from the local community as it is all
made lots of new friends. And, of course, now about reclaiming land that is not used to its full
that R has been given our specialist help and potential for everyone to enjoy. So tell us what
advice about living with sight loss, she is much you think... it should be at its best in 6 weeks'
time.

Do you have a story for our Autumn edition?

Get in touch by the 10th of Aug and yours could even be our
cover story! Contact the editor, Christopher at info@collywood.org.uk, or leave a
voice or text message on 0791 818 3459 Editing, artwork and design by C. W. Killerby

OUT AND ABOUT!
in Colliers Wood this Summer

Live Music - acoustic folk and blues - plus
poetry and storytelling - at St. Joseph's Hall on
Saturday 5th. June from 7.30 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Entry £5, concessions £3.
Real ale, wine and soft drinks will be available.
All profits will go to the Passage Day Centre and
Night Shelter for homeless adults in Victoria.
For further details contact Kevin Walsh on 0208
878 0369.
The "River of Cloth" project have offered us 30
places on a free printing workshop in the Colour
House at Merton Abbey Mills from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturday 3rd. July. Suitable for adults
and families with children aged 7+.
To book a place call Keith on 07982 721 496 or
e-mail keithaspears@hotmail.com
The Parks and Open Spaces sub-commt. will be
meeting at the Community Centre from 7.30
p.m. on Tuesday 1st. June to discuss events,
improvements and issues in our local parks and
open spaces.

Colliers Wood Chorus
Presents
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Sat 24th July 2010, 19:30
Christ Church, Colliers Wood
Tickets: £6 Full Price or £2 for
Concessions

(Includes light refreshment and donation to Sing)

Reserve tickets online at
collierswoodchorus.org.uk or
leave voice or text message on
0791 818 3459

The Colliers Wood Residents' Association
will be inviting our newly elected local
councillors to our next meeting at the
Community Centre from 7.30 p.m. on
Tuesday 6th. July. This will provide local
residents with the opportunity to raise
issues of concern to them at the beginning
of their new term of office.
Merna Close Reserve Clean Up
The Myrna Close Nature Reserve workday
is on Sunday 13th June @ 10am. Meet at
the bridge in the middle of the reserve.
For Sale
Solid Pine Bunk Beds - 8 Years old, can be Lshaped or standard. All fittings - self
assembly £50 - call 07886 718 511

"Making Colliers Wood Happy!" has run out of money!
"Making Colliers Wood Happy!" was set up 4 years ago to help build a sense of community in
Colliers Wood and help to make it a better place to live and work in. It now runs many different
activities and events - see the programme for June on page 4.
It has received funding from a project called Grassroots but that money has now run out. "MCWH!"
needs £4960 per year to continue its good work. If you, or the business that you run or work for, is
able to help in any way, please contact Keith Spears on 07982 721 492 or e-mail
keithaspears@hotmail.com

The Colliers Wood Residents' Association:
Chair - Keith Spears 07982 721 496 keithaspears@hotmail.com
Secretary - Myra Sae-Heng Treasurer - Keith Allen - 020 8542 5801
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makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk
WANDLE VALLEY FESTIVAL
Come and join us for a community picnic in Wandle Park from 12 midday
to 6 p.m. on Sunday 6th. June. Bring a picnic and enjoy the sounds of
the Colliers Wood Chorus and the Ukelele Orchestra, a Tai Chi class, plus
fun and games for all the family!
WOODLAND MAINTENANCE
Join us from 10 to 12 midday on Saturday 19th. June to weed, tidy and
prune our Community Woodland in Wandle Park.
“THE RAMBLING COLLIERS!”
Ramble around South Norwood Country Park.
Meet at the library at 10 a.m. on Sunday 20th. June.
CAVENDISH ROAD TABLE TOP SALE
From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday 26th. June
Contact Vic for further details on 0208 241 3058
THE READING GROUP
Meets at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday 29th. June at the library.
TAI CHI IN WANDLE PARK
Every Sunday during the summer months from 11 a.m. to 12 a.m.
Beginners welcome. £3 per person.
BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB
Every Sunday from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. @ the Community Centre.
Contact Keith – 07982 721 496 or Chubby 07702 634 359
THE UKELELE ORCHESTRA OF COLLIERS WOOD
Every Thursday - for details call Derek on 07956 561 799.
PILATES CLASS
From 11 to 12 on Tuesdays during term-time at St. Joseph’s Hall.
£5 per class. Call Kevan on 07764 632 995 for further details.
THE COLLIERS WOOD CHORUS
For further details, call Christopher on 0208 543 2179.
“COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING!”

Ballroom dance classes on Sundays @ the Community Centre.

Beginners @ 7 p.m. Improvers @ 8 p.m. Intermediates @ 9 p.m.
BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN
Every Tuesday from 9.15 p.m. to 10.30 p.m and every
Thursday from 8.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. @ the Community Centre.
TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS
Beginners 7.30 to 9 p.m. Intermediates 8 to 9.30 p.m.
Every Wednesday in the function room at GJ’s.
(For info about all dance classes call Tony on 8542 2977)

