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Community Gardening Project to brighten up pockets
of Colliers Wood - Keith Spears
The Colliers Wood Residents' Association has been offered £6,840 by the Big Lottery Fund to set
up a Community Gardening Project in Colliers Wood. We are at present completing the
paperwork - and there is a lot of it! - and setting up a dedicated bank account and hope to have
the project up and running by the 1st of April.
The aim of the project is to enhance our local parks and open spaces by planting trees and
edible hedgerows, enhancing the gardens and open spaces around our schools, places of
worship and community centres, monitoring and maintaining street trees, setting up a
community allotment and a community orchard, setting up a nature activity club for people of all
ages and installing bird and bat boxes in local parks and open spaces.
I was asked at the CWRA meeting in January to coordinate the project and will be paid for 5 hours
each week to recruit a team of volunteers and work in partnership with other community groups
including Sustainable Merton, Merton Tree Wardens, the London Wildlife Trust as well as
landowners including Merton Council.
The sites that we have already identified as in need of enhancement include the alley between
Myrna Close and Devonshire Road, an area of land off Lyveden Road, a "pocket park" on the
corner of Robinson Road and the High Street, the triangle of land between Dinton, Chesham and
Kimble Road, the car park at the back of the Community Centre, the area around the bus stop in
the High Street opposite the end of Cavendish Road, Wandle Park and the Recreation Ground.
The project will be managed by the Parks and Open Spaces sub-commt. of the CWRA. If you are
aware of an area that is in need of enhancement, or would like to get involved with the project,
you can come to our next meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 5th of April at the Community Centre
or call me on 07982 721 496 or e-mail keithaspears@hotmail.com

Hope for Donald Hope Library

Our library is part of what I consider to be the "Commonwealth of Colliers Wood". It's not just a
place to read and borrow books, read newspapers and magazines, connect to the internet and
find out about local events, but also a place to take part in social activities and meet other
people.
As you may already know Merton Council has decided to close the Donald Hope Library on
Fridays from the 1st of April... and there are likely to be further cuts over coming years... and the
threat of possible closure. If we don't use it, we may lose it.
With this in mind, we have decided to set up a "Friends' Group" to support the work of the library
and recruit more members. Already 28 people have registered their interest in joining the group
and you could too!
We will be launching the "Friends Group" at a meeting at the library from 7pm to 8.30pm on
Tuesday 29th of March. I hope that you will be able to join us.

Do you have a story for our Summer edition?

Get in touch by the 10th of May and yours could even be our
cover story! Contact the editor, Christopher at info@collywood.org.uk, or leave a
voice or text message on 07918183459 Editing, artwork and design by C. W. Killerby

The Tower Update

On 11th January Siobhain McDonagh organised
a meeting at St Joseph’s Church Hall to update
Colliers Wood Residents on progress made and
the action taken since her initial meeting in
2010 on The Tower. A senior official from
Merton Council was present, but sadly the man
who runs the businesses that own The Tower,
Mr Asif Aziz, did not attend. I was there, along
with other Councillors Nick Draper and Gam
Gurung. I live in Clive Road and I see The
Tower every day on the way to work, so I’m
desperate to get it sorted out.

demonstration outside Mr Aziz’s office and deliver
a letter of demands calling on him to start the
development of the ugly Black Tower and urging
him to be a good neighbour to the residents of
Colliers Wood. We even invited him to a further
meeting with residents on 22nd February,
although he’s still declined to reply. We managed
to get some good publicity, including the front
page of the Wimbledon Guardian and a mention
on BBC local news. That evening Siobhain had a
debate in Parliament calling on the Government
to put a stop to planning blight in town centres by
irresponsible developers land banking property in
the city.

The meeting was well attended and people
were united in wanting something done about
the ugly Tower. We wanted further pressure to
be put on Mr Aziz to do something with the
Tower for the benefit of the people of Colliers
Wood as it was not satisfactory leaving it
empty and in its current condition. We heard
about all the work that’s been done to get the
owners to improve The Tower over the last
year.

Ever since our first residents meeting last
February, when we formed The Colliers Wood
Tower Action Group and set up a Facebook page
which is ably administered by Philip Richardson of
Fortescue Road, progress has been too slow. But it
seems to me that having so many local residents
getting involved in the campaign has really
helped. So please check out our Facebook page
and let us know what you think. We can only
really succeed if we all work together.

Laxmi Attawar, Cllr for Colliers Wood

To be fair, the Council has served two court
orders known as Section 215 Notices on Mr
Aziz’s companies to try to get them to clean up
the site, but these have only been partially
successful. The site is more secure and has
been tidied up, but the owners are still
refusing to repair the black concrete or re-clad
it. Likewise, they’ve started to knock down the
car park, but unfortunately this has now
stopped with the discovery of an electrical
substation in the middle of the car park.
The Council wants to take more action to get
things moving again, but something has come
up that could make a difference. You might
remember that planning permission was given
about 6 years ago for it to be converted into
flats, shops and a library – which would
certainly be a lot better than what we’ve got
now. The owners have now said they will
finally start renovations, but only if they can
do it in phases. So the Council now needs to
negotiate with the owners over whether their
new plans are acceptable. We all hope that it
could result in The Tower being given a full
makeover, complete with a well designed
white glazing instead of black concrete.
Of course, this has the potential to be a real
improvement, but a lot of us are still not
convinced that we can trust Mr Aziz. After all,
he’s not been much help before now.
So, on 24th January Siobhain McDonagh,
together with a delegation of local residents
and local councillors, decided to hold a small

Tribute to Sheila Draper - Sally Rance
Sheila Draper came to live in Colliers Wood in
1983 with her husband Nick, where they raised
their 3 children Gregory, Anthony and Caroline.
She founded the CHARGE Family Support Group in
1986 after her son Gregory was born with
CHARGE Syndrome, a condition of multiple
disabilities.
Sheila was a stalwart of her local Catholic Church,
(St. Joseph’s in Colliers Wood),
Mitcham &
Morden Labour Party, a supporter of
Making
Colliers Wood Happy and in particular the Colliers
Wood Chorus and was instrumental in setting up
100 Clubs for all of these organisations to help
their fundraising.
In 2009 she and her husband Nick became the
Mayor and Mayoress of Merton and raised over
£50,000 for two local charities, Merton Mind and
Glenfell Housing. Sheila thrived on the role of
meeting the people of Merton and organising
events to make her the best Mayoress Merton has
ever seen.
Sheila was known for her love of Arsenal Football
Club and Sutton United and was voted
Clubwomen of the Year at Sutton in 1983. She
was equally as passionate in her adoration of
Elvis and in 2008 achieved her ambition of
visiting Graceland in Memphis Tennessee. She
was also well known for her homemade ice cream
and her excellent mars bar rice crispy cakes.
Sheila was committed to her work as special
support classroom assistant. She had a close

family network and a large circle of friends.
She was a loyal, caring and fun loving wife,
mother and friend and will be greatly missed.

OUT AND ABOUT!
in Colliers Wood this Spring

Have you all noticed that there is a new face on
our High Street? Corleone's will be opening
soon - and I, for one, can't wait to sample the
menu!

MertonVision Fundraising Events
The Guardian Centre,
67 Clarendon Road, SW19 2DX
Cockney Evening
Friday March 18th 7.30pm-11.00pm

Come along and be entertained by members of
The Colliers Wood Chorus and enjoy a supper of
pie & mash or fish & chips all for the princely
sum of £10.00. Last year’s performance was a
huge success, so please purchase your tickets
as soon as possible.

Ukulele Festival

7th of May at the Community Centre. Last year
was such a huge success, we're doing it again!

Ramble

around "Three Hills and a Harp" near

Brent Cross - meet at the bus stop outside the
library at 10am Sunday 15th May

Colliers Wood Residents'
Association meeting
1st of March & 3rd of May at
7.30pm at the Community Centre.
A Royal Celebration

Saturday 7th May 2011. Merton Abbey Opera
present 'A Royal Celebration' at Christ Church,
Colliers Wood. A selection of 'Royal' Music from
Opera and Oratorio to celebrate the Royal
Wedding. Music to include 'Let the bright
Seraphim' from Handel's opera Samson and
many more. Ticket prices £6.00 concs and
£7.50. Call Zoe on 0208 641 0186 for more
information.

MertonVision Race Night

Friday May 13th 7.30pm – 11.00pm.
Entry £2.50

A very exciting evening!
Run by professionals with a full size screen,
running commentories and bookies' runners.
Tickets can be purchased for all events from
Penny Bettell at The Colliers Wood Chorus
rehearsals on Monday evenings or from
MertonVision T: 020 8540 5446

Merton Abbey Horticultural
Society "Spring Show"

Saturday 12th of March - at the Colliers Wood
Community Centre.

Front Garden Table-Top Sale

Saturday 9th of April Cavendish Road and
adjoining roads - if you would like to take part
contact Vic on 0208 241 3058.

Ramble

around parks and gardens in

Chiswick. Meet at the bus stop outside the
library at 10 am on Sunday 10th of April

Streetparty! Friday 29th of April

If you would like to organise a street party,
check the guide on www.streetparty.org.uk

Colliers Wood Residents' Association
Chair - Keith Spears - 07982 721 496
keithaspears@hotmail.com
Vice Chair - Fiona Sydney
Treasurer - Keith Allen - 0208 542 5801
Secretary - Myra Sae-Heng
After 2 years I have decided to hand over the
editorial role to someone else... I have really
enjoyed being the editor and know how much
joy you can get out of it. If you think you'd like
to be the editor please contact Keith.

With Regards, Christopher
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makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk

“INTERNATIONAL FOOD EVENT”

Part-funded by Merton Priory Homes.
Celebrating the culinary traditions of the diverse cultural groups who live in Colliers Wood sharing food, recipes, cookery class, healthy eating with poetry, music and storytelling.
Saturday 26th of March at the Colliers Wood Community Centre. For further details contact
Keith on 07982 721 496
or e-mail keithaspears@hotmail.com or www.makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk

ARTS AND CRAFT WORKSHOP

Funded by Merton's Art Development Fund
There will be an arts and craft workshop led by Sally Booth from ACAVA - inspired by food
from around the world - from 2.30pm to 4.30pm on Saturday 26th of March at the Community
Centre.

BOOK CLUB

5.30 to 6.30pm on Tuesday 1st of March at the Donald Hope Library.

COLLIERS WOOD RAMBLERS

Meet outside the library at 10am on Sunday 13th of March for a “Ducks and Daffodils” ramble
around Bushey Park.

INTRA – VENUS QUIZ NIGHT!

Join us for a Quiz Night at Venus Bar @ 7.30pm on Saturday 19th of March. £2 per person teams of 4 - £40 prize.

COMMUNITY WOODLAND MAINTENANCE

Come and join us to tidy, prune and weed our community woodland in Wandle Park from
10am to midday on Sunday 20th of March

GUIDED TOUR OF THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT

From 7pm on Thursday 24th of March. Meet outside Colliers Wood Tube Station at 6 pm
Contact Keith on 07982 721 496 to book your place.

CHESS CLUB

For all ages and abilities every Saturday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm
at the Donald Hope Library in Colliers Wood.

BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB

Every Sunday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm @ the Community Centre.
Contact Chubby 07702 634 359 or Keith – 07982 721 496

“COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING!”

Slow waltz and cha cha cha dance classes every Sunday in March
Beginners @ 6 pm, Improvers @ 7 ,Practice @ 8, Intermediates @ 9pm.
£5 per class or £15 for a 4 week course @ the Community Centre

BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN

Every Tuesday from 9.15 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.
Every Thursday from 8.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. @ the Community Centre.

TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS – MEN AND WOMEN
Beginners 7.30pm to 9pm Intermediates 8 to 9.30pm.
Every Wednesday @ the Community Centre.

