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Tower Campaign - by Keith Spears
Siobhain McDonagh MP launched the “Tower Campaign” at the
Guardian Centre on Thursday 11th of February. It was attended by
about 150 local people who are fed up with the present condition
of The Tower, which was bought by Golfrate in December 1995.
They applied to Merton Council for planning permission for mixed
commercial use which included 218 residential properties - it was
granted and then Golfrate evicted all the organisations that were
renting office space. The Tower was left empty. The Colliers Wood
Residents' Association reported to the Health and Safety Executive
that the public were at risk of serious injury or death because
lumps of masonry were falling off the building close to the
pavement and a very busy road. Merton Council, the Fire Service
and the Police became involved because of the danger to the
public, the fire risks and criminal activity in the adjoining car park.
The lower floor of the Tower was boarded up, the area fenced off
and temporary netting put up to contain the falling masonry.
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On their website, Golfrate describe themselves as “having a long and successful relationship
with the property market, particularly in South London.” According to Asif Aziz, their Chief
Executive, his primary skill is “creating value through active hands-on management.” What do
you think?!
The Tower was voted the ugliest building in London in a BBC poll in 2006 and yet it's worse now
than it was then. It's been abandoned, it's falling apart and there is no sign of any maintenance
whatsoever. There are now homeless people living in squalor in the adjoining car park which also
belongs to Golfrate.

What can we do about it?

Support the “Tower Action Campaign” - contact mcdonaghs@parliament.uk
Lobby Merton Council – contact the Planning Department 0208 545 3238 or e-mail
planning@merton.gov.uk or check out their website.
Lobby our local councillors – nick.draper@merton.gov.uk or sheila.knight@merton.gov.uk or
george.reynolds@merton.gov.uk. Check collierswoodresidentsassociation.org.uk/tower.
Write to the local papers. Come to the next meeting of the Colliers Wood Residents' Association
at the Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 2nd of March and have your say. I look forward
to seeing you.
Keith Spears – Chair of the Colliers Wood Residents' Association

For The Colliers Wood Residents' Association:

Tues 2nd March
7:30pm

Chair - Keith Spears 07982 721 496 keithaspears@hotmail.com
Vice-Chair - SITUATION VACANT - it could be you! Secretary - Myra Sae-Heng
Treasurer - Keith Allen - 020 8542 5801

Do you have a story for our
Summer edition?

The Newsletter was partly funded by our Making Colliers Wood Happy and
Panto evening in January - We raised £150! We also raised £40 for the
Haiti appeal. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Get in touch by the 10th of May and yours could even be our
cover story! Contact the editor, Christopher at info@collywood.org.uk, or leave a
voice or text message on 07588 812078 Editing, artwork and design by C. W. Killerby

The Colliers Wood Recreation
Ground - by Keith Spears
We were all very proud when the Colliers Wood
Recreation Ground was awarded a Green Flag
last year. Merton Council and their team of
park keepers invested an enormous amount of
time, money and hard work to restore the park
to its former glory. In fact, many local elderly
people said that they had never seen it looking
so good! The memorial garden was restored,
paths repaired, and new gates, fencing, notice
boards, plant boxes and signs installed. Many
new shrubs and trees have been planted. A
new hedgerow has been planted
in
partnership with local residents, tree wardens
and volunteers from Trees for Cities. A
basketball court and table tennis table have
been installed. There is a plan to extend the
children's playground and repair the paddling
pool so that it will be open in the summer.
Robin, the park keeper, is keen to involve the
local community in building and installing bird
and bat boxes and planting up snowdrops and
daffodils for next year.

Wandle Wildlife - by Fran Henshall
On moving to Colliers Wood some 8 years ago
we reconstructed our garden including a 6x4
pond. I lovingly washed Cornish pebbles, set
plants and gave it the recommended settling
time to allow the natural ph etc. to accrue. After
some months I invested in some ram shorn
water snails and a varied selection of goldfish,
shibunkins and orfes. I was so proud. We would
sit on summer’s evenings just watching the little
fish thriving and leaping up for the gnats. For
over a year we took pleasure in our pond. Our
friend Beth gave us some frog spawn and soon
we had little froglets bopping all over the
garden.
All this changed one morning when I found there
was only one fish left. All seemed calm and I
was at a loss as to where they had all gone
overnight. As I stood pondering their fate a
whooshing of wings gave me the answer. It was
a dreaded hunter, the Colliers Wood heron!
He had returned for the last fish that that he just
could not fit into his shopping bag!

However, we have been informed this week
that due to a cut in the Council's budget, Robin
will be transferred to other duties and there
will no longer be a park keeper on site. So
what will happen to this wonderful park that
the Council have invested so much money in?
Without a park keeper, who will maintain it,
pick up the litter, stop fly-tipping, remove
graffiti, open the toilets, fill the paddling pool,
stop the motorbikes and scooters, reassure
park users with their presence and call the
police if there is an incident of anti-social
behaviour? Without a park keeper, the park
could fall into disrepair, be taken over by small
groups of people intent on anti-social
behaviour and become an unsupervised space
where local people may not feel safe.

Some months later all seemed quiet on the
heron front so once again I stocked the pond.
But within a week all but the same last fish had
gone again.

We will be discussing this issue and launching
a campaign to preserve and improve the
Recreation Ground at the next meeting of the
Colliers Wood Residents' Association at the
Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday
2nd of March. I hope that you will be able to
join us.

I have decided now to enjoy the solitary fish
(now named Houdini!!!) the frogs and pond
skaters. Any donations of newts to my nature
pond gratefully accepted.

Ok as we did not like netting, I purchased some
fishing nylon to criss cross over the water to
make landing awkward, so as not to hurt him. I
restocked again. For months we took pleasure in
the pond again until the fateful day I returned
home to find the heron fishing!
I could not be angry at the heron because after
all what would you do? Stand up to your knees
in fast flowing, very cold water for 3 hours on
the chance of a snack for your kids or go to the
free supermarket in Birdhurst Road?

So if you have a pond, and fish, be prepared to
laugh if you don’t cover it.

Parks spring into life with new art show
Colliers Wood at the centre of new art initiative in Merton’s parks
Sixteen new artworks presented by artist network POST will be transforming Merton’s parks in May
and June, under the title Away Day. Away Day’s focal point is a May bank holiday weekend minifestival of art in Wandle Park. This will run all afternoon on 29th, 30th and 31st of May and include
a tour of the works and opportunities to meet the artists. The event is also suitable for families.
For a more detailed article on this project please see the online version of the newsletter or visit
www.postartists.com to keep up-to-date on Away Day events, and event timings as they are

confirmed. A POST member will be available to
chat about the project at forthcoming Colliers
Wood Residents' Association meetings.

Get involved:

POST artists are looking for people of all ages
from the Colliers Wood area to share
experiences of Wandle Park to help create a
new artwork. How do you use the park? How
often do you visit? What’s your favourite route
through? Who do you meet there? Contact
info@postartists.com to take part in a meeting
and share your responses.
Are you an avid reader? POST would like to hear
from anyone who attends a local book group or
just
enjoys
reading.
Contact
info@postartists.com to find out more.
POST
will
be
running
workshops
with
community groups based in Merton, giving
residents opportunities to try new skills and
explore making art. Please contact Pippa on
info@postartists.com if you know a group who
might like to take part.

OUT AND ABOUT!
in Colliers Wood this Spring

Colliers Wood Chorus' Big Day
Out - by Bev Reece photo by Richard Watts
On the 24th of January Colliers Wood Chorus
were chosen to sing in Clore Ballroom at the
Royal Festival Hall. The choir travelled to
Waterloo together, filling nearly half of the train.
There was a buzz of excitement, mixed with
nerves, as this was the first time singing in such
a big venue for many of us. Upon reaching the
Artists' Entrance we were shown to our dressing
rooms, then had a warm-up and at 1:30 we
made our way to the stage for our concert.
Every seat was filled and there were people
standing everywhere. We were later told our
audience was made up of approximately 450
people!

Christ Church Colliers Wood.
'COLLIWOBBLES'
A toddlers' playgroup at the Church hall Fridays
in term time between 10-11.30am.
Each Sunday evening from Feb. 21st to March
28th inc. a Lent Service is being held at 6.30pm
at the Church. The theme will be "A Journey
Home?" (past memories, present realities,
future hopes)

Seated in the front row were two of our biggest
supporters, the Mayor and Mayoress of Merton
(Nick and Sheila Draper) and it was also
wonderful to see, amongst the crowd, so many
familiar faces who'd come to support us.

Woodland Management Day - Wandle Park 07/03 - 10-12am

Colliers Wood Ukulele Festival - CWCC - 17/04 7-11pm

Horticultural Society Flower Show - the morning
of 13/03 - CWCC

CW Sporting Olympiad - morning of 02/05 in CW
Rec Ground - join us for football, basketball,
table-tennis and much more!

The choir sang brilliantly, everyone giving their
all, encouraged by their musical director,
Christopher Killerby, accompanied by Antonia
Moxham on piano and Jan Kiernan on double
Colliers Wood Residents' Association Meeting - bass. The hour went quickly and we were given
an enthusiastic ovation. We were asked to sing
CWCC - 02/03 - 7:30pm
"Valerie" again as an encore. This memorable
Sustainable Merton Quiz Night - Guardian day was enjoyed by both audience and choir
alike and has definitely put CWC firmly on the
Centre - 05/03 - 7:30pm - £6 incl. food
musical map. The choir rehearses every Monday
Merton Abbey Opera Friends' Concert - Christ night from 7:30 at the Guardian Centre - contact
Christopher if you'd like to join them.
Church - 06/03 - 7:30pm - guest-tickets £5

Myrna Close Nature Reserve Clean Up Day
21/03 - 10-12:30
Parks and Open Spaces sub-committee meeting
- CWCC - 06/04 - 7:30pm

AWAY DAY - Sat 29, Sun 30 and Mon 31 May
from 12pm - Away Day main event with
artworks, performances and activities in Wandle
Park.
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makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk
“COLLIERS WOOD BALL”

Ballroom dance with instruction, period records and live R & B music from
Dee (who has performed at Ronnie Scott's) in the dance room at GJ’s from
7.30 p.m. on Thursday 4th. March. £5.

“LET'S FIX IT!”
If you've got something that needs fixing, bring it along to 38, Cavendish
Road from 2.30 to 4.30 on Saturday 6th. March and we'll try and fix it
together. Contact Keith – 07982 721 496.

“COMMUNITY WOODLAND”
Come and join us for the “Spring Tidy Up” of our community woodland in
Wandle Park from 10 to 12 on Sunday 7th. March.

"BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB"
Every Sunday from 2.30 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. @ the Community Centre. Contact
Keith – 07982 721 496 or Chubby 07702 634 359

"PILATES CLASS"
From 11 to 12 on Tuesdays during term-time at St. Joseph’s Hall.
£5 per class. Call Kevan on 07764 632 995 for further details.

"TAI CHI CLASSES"
For details contact Cornelius on 07950 662 118

“THE RAMBLING COLLIERS!”
“3 mills and a canal” in and around Bromley.
Meet at the library at 10 a.m. on Sunday 21st. March.

"COMMUNITY GAMES NIGHT"
From 7.30 p.m. on Saturday 27th. March with table tennis, pool, table top
games, live music, real ale and mulled wine.
@ St.Joseph’s Hall. Entrance £2 for adults, £1 for children.

"THE READING GROUP"
Meets at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday 30th. March at the library.

“COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING!”
Quickstep and “Pasa Dobla”on Sundays @ the Community Centre.
Beginners @ 7 p.m. Improvers @ 8 p.m. Intermediates @ 9 p.m.

"BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN"
Every Tuesday from 9.15 p.m. to 10.30 p.m and every
Thursday from 8.30 p.m. to 9.45 p.m. @ the Community Centre.

"TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS"
From 7.30 p.m. every Wednesday in the function room at GJ’s.
For further details call Tony on 0208 542 2977.

"THE UKELELE ORCHESTRA OF COLLIERS WOOD"
Rehearsals every Thursday - call Derek on 07956 561 799
“Colliers Wood Ukelele Festival" – 7 p.m. on Saturday 17th. April

