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Colliers Wood Rec retains prestigious Green Flag Award
Doug Napier - Greenspaces Manager
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I am pleased to report that Colliers Wood Recreation Ground has
been successful in retaining the national Green Flag Award that was
first secured last year. These awards are a key quality indicator for
parks and the leading one for the national open spaces industry.
Successful parks are required to demonstrate the very highest
standards of presentation (both in terms of horticultural or green
features and infrastructure), visitor provisions and management
planning.
Colliers Wood Rec was Merton's third site to achieve the Green Flag
standard in 2009, joining John Innes Park and Sir Joseph Hood
Memorial Playing Fields in that elite group of parks.

The park was in tip-top condition on the day of the judges' visit and was judged by two experienced
professional officers, including one from Croydon Council's parks team. They also assessed nearby
South Park Gardens which was applying for its first award this year and was also successful.
On behalf of Merton Council's Greenspaces team I would like to express our thanks and appreciation
to the park's friends group for all their efforts in the park throughout the past year and for their
support on the day of the judging. This undoubtedly helped us to secure the Flag once again.

The next meeting of the Parks and Open Spaces sub-committee will be
held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday the of 5th October at the Community Centre.
I was going to insert a picture of that ghastly edifice but let's face it - we don't
need reminding what The Tower looks like... unfortunately. (Ed)

The Tower
Philip Richardson

Last year, our MP Siobhain McDonagh stirred up the spirit of our community to get something done
about the tower. Out of her initial meeting and a follow-up or two, a Facebook group was formed.
Facebook is an internet-based method of forming a community around and about a cause. If you go
to www.facebook.com and search for Colliers Wood Tower, our action group will appear. I say "our"
because we want to make and keep the group non-party biased. I am not a member of the Labour
party and do not fence for any political party but I administer the group to keep it on the straight
and narrow. So please have a look at what we are doing.
What are we doing? We keep a photographic record of developments, or lack of them. We form a
focus of opinion and debate. We want to become an organisational hub of making things actually
happen. We deliver news when we know it. But, we do not do this for its own sake. Without
participation any group is worthless. All members, new and old, must take a moment to input
something to our group - so if you are a member or if you join soon, just read and make a little
comment. Snatch a picture of the monstrosity, which is the tower, and upload it. Join the debate or
start a debate.
Asif Aziz, who owns the Tower through Golfrate and Criterion, wants to get the maximum financial
return for the minimum investment that he can. That's not surprising as all businesses run like that.
However, our community is affected by his business decisions because we have to walk past this
ugly monstrosity and live with it every day. What is going on is wrong. We must look to council and
government for support and help in making change. (For Philip's whole article, please check our website...)

Local Services Feature
Colliers Wood Community Centre
Peter Dauncey

The Colliers Wood Community Centre sits
proudly in the middle of the High Street, as it
has done for almost half a century.
Every week hundreds of people pass through
its doors.
But many others have probably
never been there, so here's a chance to find
out what goes on.
Jacqui Lewis, the Admin and Development
worker, takes up the story.
“The groups that use the Centre offer activities
for all ages - people from 9 months to 90
something years old. Some groups have been
running since the Centre opened; others have
only started this year. Most groups are open to
new members; only a few have a waiting list.”
I asked Jacqui for examples of the activities the
groups offer.
“The youngest age groups can be found in the
morning parent and toddler groups. Older
children enjoy street dance, Capoeira and the
Woodcraft Folk.
“Ballet classes attract a wide age range. There
is also sequence dance, the fortnightly tea
dance and, on Sunday evenings, ballroom
dance lessons.
“Then there's table tennis, badminton and
ladies’ keep fit classes. For those who prefer
to get their fun sitting down, there's an art
class, the whist drive and Friday night bingo.

There is full wheelchair access so users can get
to the upstairs hall, which has recently had a
soundproof partition fitted, so that more than
one group can use it at a time.
Jacqui again: “The hall is a very popular venue
for parties, seating 150 or so quite comfortably.
The location helps, with car parking and easy
access by public transport. But that's one of the
perks of living in Colliers Wood.”
There are slots available for new groups,
meetings, etc. Jacqui can be contacted on 020
8543 6470 or on cwca@hotmail.co.uk
Looking forward to September, the main hall will
be the venue for a number of events in the
forthcoming Celebrating Age festival.

Colliers Wood 100 Club
"Making Colliers Wood Happy!" was set up 4
years ago as a community building project and
has set up many local activities and events. To
ensure its future financial sustainability, it is
now launching a "100 Club".
100 members will be asked to pay a standing
order of £5 each month. One of their numbers
will be drawn each month and £100 will be paid
to the winner. Each Christmas there will be a
prize draw of £500. You'll have to be in it, to
win it! In addition, members will be entitled to
concessionary entry to "MCWH!" events and we
are also currently arranging discounts for
members at local bars and restaurants.
If you would like to support "MCWH!" and enjoy
the benefits of membership, contact Sheila

on 020 8540 2142/sheila4elvis@hotmail.com

“The University of the 3rd Age has started new
groups such as armchair travellers, science,
speaking/debating and, coming soon, creative
writing.
“The Centre has a modern kitchen which is put
to the test at the annual senior citizens’
Christmas party when up to 100 meals are
prepared and served by volunteers.
“I hope I haven't upset anyone by missing
them out!”
The Centre is also used for monthly meetings
by the Colliers Wood Residents' Association,
the Merton Senior Citizens' Forum and the
Colliers Wood councillors' surgeries.

Do you have a story for our Winter edition?

Get in touch by the 10th of Nov and yours could even be our
cover story! Contact Christopher at info@collywood.org.uk, or leave a voice or
text message on 0791 818 3459 Artwork and design by C. W. Killerby

CWRA Meeting 7 Sept & Parks and Open Spaces 5th Oct

The next meeting of the Colliers Wood Residents' Association will be held at 7.30 pm on Tuesday
7th September at the Community Centre in the High Street. We will be discussing a range of local
issues with council officers and local councillors. We have also invited Asif Aziz, the owner of
Golfrate, to talk about his plans for the Tower. According to their website, "Golfrate has a long and
successful relationship with the property market, particularly in South London and specialise in the
active management of commercial property." What do you think? They want to build a second
tower on the site of the old car park and increase the number of residential units to 500. If you
have views about this, or any other local issues, do come and join us in our campaign to make
Colliers Wood a better place for us all to live and work in.
If you have an issue that you would like to add to the agendas of any of these meetings, you can
contact Keith.

The Colliers Wood Residents' Association:
Chair - Keith Spears 07982 721 496 keithaspears@hotmail.com
Vice-Chair - SITUATION VACANT - it could be you!
Secretary - Myra Sae-Heng Treasurer - Keith Allen - 020 8542 5801

Calling all volunteers...
Home-Start Merton is a local charity that offers support, friendship and
practical help to families with young children. We are recruiting now for
our next training course which starts on the 14th September 2010. We
are looking for people with experience of children and families. If you
are a parent, grandparent or have worked with children and families we
want you…
Call us now on 020 8646 6044 for a chat

OUT AND ABOUT!
in Colliers Wood this Autumn

LITTLE LEAGUE

Colliers Wood Little League will start up again
in September, offering football on Saturday
mornings for boys and girls aged 7 upwards.
A strong community involvement is a key
feature. The emphasis is on mass participation
rather than elitism; enthusiasm and endeavour
rather than ability. Players are encouraged to
develop team spirit, self discipline and
sportsmanship.
Contact Peter Dauncey on
020 8540 5780

POSITIVE LIVING DAY

An opportunity for local people to meet local
health practitioners, take part in taster
sessions including Yoga, Tai Chi, Pilates and
Massage, plus discussions on positive living
and healthy eating.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday 16th. October.
@ St. Joseph's Hall.
Entrance £2. Concessions £1.
For further details contact Keith
on 07982 721 496 or e-mail
keithaspears@hotmail.com

MERTON VISION QUIZ NIGHT

The Guardian Centre, 67 Clarendon Road,
Colliers Wood, SW19 2DX
Friday 17th September 2010 7.30pm – 11.00pm.
Once again, Andy Pyke will be our quiz master
for another evening full of interesting and
unusual questions. There will also be a raffle
with fabulous prizes.
Admission £ 6 including supper - Book Now!
T: 020 8540 5446

CAPOEIRA

Brazilian Martial Art with acrobatics,
music & dance.
Classes for all ages & Abilities.
Kids Thursday 5pm Colliers Wood C.C.
Adults Mon 8pm & Thurs 7:30pm Sth Wimb C.C.
07921 66 77 26 - www.acer-uk.com

Make sure you also check
Making Colliers Wood Happy website for
listings of the Autumn Ball, Salsa Night,
Games Nights and great on-going
community groups and activities.

makingcollierswoodhappy.org.uk

September
2010

“THE COLLIERS WOOD AUTUMN BALL”

Dance to R&B and soul singer Dee and period records from 7.30 pm on
Thursday 2nd September at GJ’s Bar in the High Street.
MUSIC and GAMES NIGHT

Music from local teenage band “Just a Thought” plus pool and table tennis.
Bring your favourite game to share with others. Real ale, wine, refreshments
from 7.30 pm Saturday 4th September @ St. Joseph’s Hall.
LATIN AMERICAN MUSIC and DANCE

Begins at 7.30 pm on Saturday 11th September with a salsa class and then
dance to the “Havana Good Time Band”. Tickets - £5 concessions/£6 in
advance on 07982 721 496 /£7 on the door @ the Community Centre.
TENNIS COACHING

Free tennis coaching every Saturday morning in the Recreation Ground.
Under 8’s from 9 to 10am. Young people aged 8 to 16 from 10 to 11am.
BASKETBALL COACHING

Free basketball coaching for young people, aged 11 to 16, girls and boys,
3 pm to 4 pm every Saturday afternoon in the Recreation Ground.
“GET INTO READING”

Enjoy the pleasure of reading aloud to each other with a trained facilitator. For
details of this new project contact Lois Walters on 07730503144.
THE READING GROUP

Meets at 5.30 pm on Tuesday 28th September at the library.
“THE RAMBLING COLLIERS!”

Ramble around Kelsey Park and Eden Park in Beckenham.
Meet outside the library at 10 am on Sunday 26th September.
TAI CHI IN WANDLE PARK

Every Sunday from 11 am to 12 midday. £4 per person, concessions £3.
PILATES CLASS

From 11am to 12 on Tuesdays during term-time at St. Joseph’s Hall.
£5 per class. For further details call Kevan on 07764 632 995.
BADMINTON AND TABLE TENNIS CLUB

Every Sunday from 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm @ the Community Centre.
Contact Chubby 07702 634 359 or Keith – 07982 721 496
“COLLIERS WOOD COME DANCING!”

Learn Tango & Rumba on Sundays in September @ the Community Centre.
Beginners @ 6 pm Improvers @ 8 pm Intermediates @ 9 pm.
BALLET CLASSES FOR BOTH MEN AND WOMEN

Every Tuesday from 9.15 pm to 10.30 pm and every
Thursday from 8.30 pm to 9.45 pm @ the Community Centre.
TAP DANCE CLASSES FOR ADULTS

Beginners 7.30 to 9 pm Intermediates 8 to 9.30 pm.
Every Wednesday in the function room at GJ’s.

